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EARLY SEASON PRECIPITATION PULLS TAHOE FROM CALIFORNIA’S DROUGHT AND SETS STAGE FOR STRONG WINTER

October rainfall increased lake level 3.33 inches; 
Traces of fresh snow to area resorts; snowmaking underway

Nov. 18, 2016 (SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, Calif./Nev.) – Early season storms resulted in the second-wettest October on record in the northern Sierras, enough that one-fourth of California is no longer in a drought according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. The precipitation delivered 7.29 inches of rainfall or 11 billion gallons of water. It increased the lake level by 3.33 inches to just 2.5 inches below its 6,223 foot natural rim making up 57 percent of the previous 5.8 inch amount below its rim level. (www.TahoeSouth.com).
 
The U.S. Drought Monitor report released earlier this month indicated that 12 percent of California was rated unusually dry but not in a drought, which includes the Sierras. Another 12 percent of the state near the Oregon border had normal or better moisture; while three-fourths, mostly in Central and Southern California, remain under drought designation. The U.S. Drought Monitor is produced through a partnership between the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the United States Department of Agriculture, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration http://droughtmonitor.
 
The ski resorts received traces of snow yesterday, cool temps allow for snowmaking, and there’s a chance for accumulation this weekend. Heavenly Mountain Resort is scheduled to open Nov. 23; Kirkwood Mountain Resort as soon as possible and Sierra-at-Tahoe will open when conditions allow.
 
A shift south in La Niña jet stream helped the Tahoe Basin and filled many of California’s reservoirs to capacity. The timing of the October rainfall has long term positive effects by saturating the soil, which allows precipitation to soak into the ground before snow arrives and helps to preserve next spring’s snowmelt. This sets the tone for what portends to be a monumental season.
 
According to SKI Magazine, over the last 50 years when the Tahoe Region received around 8 inches of precipitation during October the winter season has brought above-average snowfall 75 percent of the time.  
 
“While we’re primarily a recreation-based destination we’re also a betting town, so I’ll take those odds for an above-average winter,” said Carol Chaplin, president and CEO of the Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority. “Winter enthusiasts have begun pre-season rituals with ‘Pray for Snow’ parties, ski film premieres, and tuning gear, which all contribute to the buzz around town.”
 
SAFE TRAVELS
During snowfall, a fleet of city and state snow removal vehicles work around the Lake Tahoe Basin to keep roads clear and safe for travel. Caltrans has current California road conditions at www.dot.ca.gov or 1-800-427-ROAD (7623) or 916-445-7623. For road conditions in Nevada, contact the Nevada Department of Transportation at http://nvroads.com or 877-687-6237.
 
For the most up-to-date information on snowfall, mountain base depths and road conditions in South Lake Tahoe, check area ski resort web sites and cams or call snow phones Heavenly: 775-586-7000; Sierra-at-Tahoe: 530-659-7475; Kirkwood: 209-258-3000.
 
Contact: Jenn Boyd or Phil Weidinger, Weidinger Public Relations, 775-588-2412 or jennifer@weidingerpr.com.

###

About the Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority 
Designated the “America’s Favorite Ski Destination” by USA TODAY readers (Jan. 2014), Tahoe South combines the distinctive appeal of two worlds: spectacular natural beauty and a modern tourism destination with an array of outdoor recreation, entertainment, nightlife and gaming. Tahoe’s timeless splendor and an emerging economic diversity continue to define its inimitable personality. For information about lodging, recreation and family packages at Tahoe South, call 1-800-288-2463 or log onto www.TahoeSouth.com
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